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The Fallland Istands
amd Diependencies,

The Arpertone imovaon o 1he % allloid Jslands Facys
B e o on & remate and hittle Laow n regwn
o I Nwihes Hemuphere Long guserned by the
Betnh bt ored By Argenung, ihe Yalblands gre
Weated ¢ M o W00 apure] miles off the tip of South
amcie o J more thar & 000 pruiics  niles from

e Lnond ki ydom Argennns, seeing gl ps 1he
wnberaos of early Spenek claima, his bong ssseried ols
rghs 1o sovereigny pet the ulands Some sholan
peoic ety row s Spanak a-chivny as enidence
tha Talan Spenak, or Purtugue favigaton may
v fi nered ihe Falbiands The Bronh, w b
wrated D0 aslands ar early as D492, recur 2¢ neoher
Spanit e Argearne Slaims to the ‘serdoen They
perma neatly setiled the Falkiands in 1830 and bave
sonlimucutlhy governed them av o colony wime that
time The strategc ugniTicance of ihe Falklands hus
waned anc wared (heough the years Duiaag vhe
porvad o earhy settlement. the slands weig o mudnicd
Impeie 3 gt 2 resurpls posat for ships nounding Cape
Horn but wuth the orerang of the Panam. Canal thes
ot we e o that vaie: Britek shipe Sentinued e o
the poe of Stanley av « coauiing Latior, hweser, and
1he niandy CFRTIER ARLEVRIT i T W]
Afant ond peranoss ap 0 the Gierman Navy n
|

Tha raper doscribes goographi features of
Tands that are perhinenl 10 the currea cran g *
putentinl miditars operaiiens it deafs mun the | aly
ad lulunds propet ané alae more Bro . wilh Suuh
Govtgin and 1he sther Falkland liland dependencies
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Thr Fathlond Todomb
The Falilards 2oraist of twy large wlomds and about
W0 amuller ones woih & 1240 ded of appror.mately

2000 syuare bilometers tewewhat smallen 1han
Connecticvt] It 1w woncipa! slands, Eavt and
Wea Falbfand, are sepate.oc By Fallland Sound,
which s J Rilometen avroms o1 its “Af o cal porAl And
abeut 4C & lometers acron, 82 it » gt The e
Iimes of ihe istands are very ireguter and include
many guod ancharages the best are Rerdeley Sound,
it of the origiral Bransh rtlement, and Pt Wil
liam o the entrance to Stankey Harboo S

Fan Foitland & almust it * in haf By wunds The
matherm porion of the mi. 2o domicain' o
rvpged east-went range of Mlls, which 1n Muunt

Uisbarne -1he highet peak in the nlirds- reachea a
metimum thesion of 165 meters The southern
bl

. hpowr ay Latumy is o lom yndulating plain
it elervgliony rarely erceeding 30 meten sbaer s
feve Woest Fatbiand i more Milly 1han oy ne-ghlan &
g A b wouma the noribern par of The nland
and aabe perallen F2inlund Sound. the highat
peat e TG merers Th Wil BnE MOwFiaim arg

oo zred wath tmn lasers of sw! o o B ridy
ouicrin. and mans of Jbe sallr. are chazaciened
by srone “russ”  mccemelal c oo g’y Focled
Boulders that lood hde snees - v e Tl ong e the
wa Tod bow unds e b e dre boggs - ma -
pls.e:

Argesrioe 4n2 Brlnd Par Name

Ialas Mabvinas Falkisnd lalands
Bt e loe Abrigm o4 T Harhewrs
Banis de la Anarcnd - Berbeles Soun”
Bat - det Labeninn. 2 deratute Swrd
fAataa Naa et Queen Cha o fas
fate Beiprane Capt Mreiedar
L Cae Dulpse
LoFasen belipe Cape Pembr e
o anyik Tavels Talad

1 g Pahn BeLble Tulvn-
HUE S Wen Falllan.
b Jam ta Woaddell il
AR South Grergs
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Clemare. In theae bleni wlandh, sirong. cold YR Cllmatlt Indicaters for 373,57
Winds pues ol throsghout the yoar Stanle e only

Placr whery keag.term ™elor robag ical record s Yave .

Bor  herd. otive an annw) proipiation of about btahdei
870 mm 26 ke Sk are whually Cloudy and s

Semadiny "mvarably high, peptation ocouns wn

ot thar half be days of every month of ihe rekt

Socn mus fall Curing any month bul tven ia wanfer

dots w3t remapn om the wround for lor: o rvads

Average daily tempe-atyres dunng Tuly. the orddest

monih, rnge frem = 1* 1o 4* Celpm dunng Janu

o, the v mey month, the range s from 6% 1o |1~

Celus winds strage more ihan ;5 Lo R

Yaansion The narys ! vegriation, himeied (o grae -
heath. and wmall sbrubs. offer Latk cover of con. J-
fenl Trea do rof gruw A rally 10 the cold, windy
ehimate and tteme thar gy plantod wsvally de Broad
A48 10 Ihe wplands are Paciocully barven The
A7 & arene wagle most important reaeurce of the
alunts, 23 they somide pusivrnge for shesp Pean,
p-n dburdine m driod and wied as 5 Meating

Narbors, Reachey gnd Lradiag Plaes Althourh the
Buy1 and nler. LT [ Y anchivage. (he
L T EEIPGONG vuaehs 1 t Stanley i
protecied harb © o enterad vig Pon William, -,
Srhorage suitare: for shipm of alt draughr. Larger
veustlh are preseniod from tntening Stankey harbur [
hallow desihs gnd hmiree WImng spaLe they must
femanar #an W Maie and tramfer e wmaller
€ralt Many of the wmal' wWillements have wiles b
the Boals that ply owch and forin to Stanley

AENE R supnlaes jad CBrrvang out bales of w.u for

ey

Fie Preple. The 10ual ol aion of the § gikland
Idands prost 1o the A FErUne ishooner way approg,-
maiely LE2S Abou 1,073 of 1he tahattants lived i
Stsnle). the rest lived i some W1 or mure sellbeneny
oo Eaut Faflland, Weat Falk ot and a dosen wnatier
wlands The mative Porulation u 1imost whotly Broi.
ud, many of Scoflah wigin Working st males
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predominate because of a net emigration of females
amd immigration of maies between the ages of 15 .10
&4 \luvost half the male populatior. is employed in
the - *=zv- farming industry. Labor shortages have
been 4 critical problem, and contract labor has com-
manly been brought in from the United Kingdom. (u)

Over the past S0 years the populauon has gradually
deciined from 3 high of about 2,400 in 1931, as many
of the yourg people have sough opportunities else-
where. The small settlements have suffered most of
the decline: the posulation of Staniey has remained
facrly stable. Living standards are good, and the
inhabitants overwhelmingly faver their lies
10 the Unit=d Kingdom. (L)

Ecomomy. Sheep farming ias long been the most
iMporta.n ecanamic activity in the Falklands. Today
.=ere are more than 640,000 sheep on the islands. The
~ool, which is of high quality, is exported to the
United Kingdom: Whales 2nd seals were exploited
=xtensively in and around the islands, particularly
during the 19th century, bui the last whaling station
on South Grorgia, ceased operating in the carly
1960s. In spute of the patentially good fishing groun.
south and east of the islands. no commercial fishing
industry has developed. A few people Fish part-time to
supplenient theii incomes and nrovide fish for loca
CoOnsUMDLIGE. L .

There are nv importans minerai r-sources on the
Falklard Is'ands proper, but there has been much
speculation about petroleam depusits oifshore be-
tween the islands and the Argentine coast./The most

© recent sical information does not support opti-
mism that these deposits a.c of great econumic impor-
tance faignificant finds night still be made, but
commercial uevelopmen® would 3¢ d.:ricult and ex-
pens.ve because of the uniavorable operating -ondi-
tions. (¢}

—
The Dependencies

Tiie Dependencics of the Falkland islands include
South Georgia, the South Sandwich [slands, Shag
Racks. Clerke Rocks, and several other scatiered
ks ane . A cold, inhaspitacie climate and a
lack of natusal resources discourage habitation. Sci-
entific stations arc the only permanent settlements in
the Dependencies. L)

South Georgia, the largest island of the Dependencies,
is located 725 nantical miles east-southeas; of the
Falkland Islands. Rugged and mountainous, with
clevations as high as 2,914 meters. it 1s covered
entirely by snow anc glaciers much of the year. In
summer (December- February) the swow line. may rise

fu{iﬂ:ﬁll

to 450 meters. Vegetation on the island consists of a
few specics of grasses, lichens, and mosses; the only
land ma-nmals are reindeer, introduced in the carly
part of this century, which now number about 2,000,
The irregular, deeply indented coast provides many
salc anchurages. and the island once had whaling
stations at Leith, Grytviken, and several other sites.
The stations have faller into disuse with the decline of
whaling activities in the region and the development
of whaling fzctory ships. A British scientific sta*
at Grytviken, the only permanently ishabited place
on the island, was caotured by Argentine forcss on

3 April. Uy,

The South Sandwich !slands are a string of rugged.
steep-sided, voleanic isiznds lying abdut 350 nauti=al
miles southeast of Scutk Georgia. Unliks South Geor-
gia, this zroup includes few anchorages, and most of
the places thap are suitable for landing are su™ject to
continuing volcanic activity. In 1976 Argentiva w1 up .
a scientific base on Seuthern Thule, the southernirust
island of the chain. British protusts resulted in s
mutual agreement that Argentine scieats ic sctivity in
"¢ arca had no sovereignty implications. (v«

The South Shetland Islands. South Orkney Islinds.
and other lands within thz British-clz.med secior of
the Antarctic were separated from the Falkland Is-
land Dependencies in 1962 and ae now administered
as.the British Antarctic Territory. (1}

Otber Jurisdictioaal Implications

the ion of gnty over e Falkland

Islands themselves {occupation of Jhe islinas has
_implications for iyrisdictional claims aver vcean re

" sources in a broad region wround the Falklinds 3nd in

Amarcucy Al stoae are some ~otentially gond fishing
grounds that fall within the 200-mile economic zones
around the islands, and the resources af the wide
cuntinental shelf on which the island., 1re ivwated fThe
:Argentines pelieve that their claims i Antarstica,
‘which overlap these of the L nited Kingdom, are
_reinforced by possession o territory immed "o
the nort:.:_‘,icp

Yhe long dispute betwee  Argenting ind Chile over
savercignty issuss - the area of the Beagie Channel

. may also be strongiy affectea by the vulionierThy -

current crisis in the Faiklands. The succes + Argen.

unas invasior of the Falklands may tempt 1t tu use

mulitary_forge rather shan diclomacy 1o achiea don
jectives in the Beagle Channel areadic)

e
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Fakhad lslands Chroantopy *

Englah marviguior John Davis resches the Falkland hhland.

Schald van Werrn, s Dutch aavigaton. sa'h along the northern shore of the
Fulklands and probuSly voits wome of ihe ulands, drhap 1he Jowm

Capt John Sirong make Ihe find recorded Tandisg on the Falklands and nama
the sound Belween the (wo main olends “Fawhlard Soud” —s name soon
wsociaied with the nland group s 5 whale

Louis de Bouginville, wilig under & Fremch Mag, esiablubo o sl ment om Esui
Folkland

Capt Jobn Byron, senl ot on 8 e, cipedhivon clama the alands for Greaan

Britair and leares & ymall periy on Saunden lulad
The French settiement on Eav Falkland . undzi presure, ttamfened 1o Span

Sparmards o flay un Easn Faliland. (b Fronch name " the nlands.
Molowines, b Mspar-ored on Npannh Socuments v folas Mafiinay

Spanuh sanhim bomburc the scttiement on Sauaden Land and fuecs the Britnh
4r sbandon ihe slands Spain maintamy untroben hive of gosermn on 1 alhlasdy
Trom 1787w thifd

;\ltfr.'-'a goim independence M1om Siwn and Jleims wereignls ower 1M
Falklands. the fint Arger ne Gosermmeat ofTu sl i tn: Lrine nlands in 1820

Buenas Aures grants [ ovis Veonet, o $oerchman certar fahia o 1 dapdotatwor of
resouties O [he nland Bernel sitis voviil o b atating -tase L e alipnd
wiolaiwmy of fishang ¢ g+

US corneite Feamnghum teys wante toihe Ary ~¢ sttlirment on oy Falkinrg
and proctams 1he nlinds “Nia o 20 g wernu..g

Greal Broan, whad o wever memunced a3 c1nma 1o wvertgnly, s~d wanbp
Clu s retabe ctands Argenine Mg i ity and dong Britah rule commen. e

\ bowp of Argestings apewrently scuRg without (e gjgroval ¢ Ihei gongen
menr aiempd waucorsluly to iavade the nlamds When 1hey return io
Argentina, Ihey are greeied 2y heroes

l:-lenhu e he B alhinnd hlams

I puiorual sponrd o8 Skl e dhronch ) @ b ot n ow o ping ol whpe & fage v '




